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willing to marry the elderly woman. Unfortunately
for Elizabeth, her acting was so realistic that it not
only took in contemporaries, but has persuaded many
modern writers that she was really influenced by a
degrading passion.

Henry ill. himself was at last induced to believe
that Elizabeth was this time in earnest. But he could
not be driven from his determination to risk nothing
till he saw the marriage actually concluded. Pinart,
the French Secretary of State, was accordingly sent
over to settle the terms. Elizabeth demanded one
concession after another, and finally asked for the
restitution of Calais. There was no mistaking what
this meant. Pinart, in the King's name, formally
forbade Alencon to proceed to the Netherlands except
as a married man, and tried to intimidate Elizabeth
by threatening that his master would ally himself
with Philip. But she laughed at him, and told him
that she could have the Spanish alliance whenever
she chose, which was perfectly true, Alen$on him-
self gave way. He felt that he was being played
with. He had come over here, with a fatuitt not un-
common among young Frenchmen, expecting to bend
a love-sick Queen to serve his political designs. He
found himself, to his intense mortification, bent to
serve hers. Ashamed to show his face in France
without either his Belgian dominions or his English
wife, he was fain to accept Elizabeth's solemn promise
that she would marry him as soon as she could, and
allowed himself to be shipped off under the escort
of an English fleet to the Netherlands (Feb. 1582).

According to Mr. Froude, "the Prince of Orange